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Introduction: The Digital Quadrivium and Raul Corazzon’s Vision

Raul Corazzon’s Digital Quadrivium Project stands as a monumental achievement in the digital
humanities, offering a comprehensive, open-access infrastructure for the study of ontology, logic,
rhetoric, and philosophical bibliography. Comprising four interlinked websites—Ontology
(ontology.co), History of Logic (historyoflogic.com), History of Rhetoric (historyofrhetoric.com), and
Bibliographia (bibliographia.co)—the project mirrors the classical quadrivium of the liberal arts,
reimagined for the digital age and focused on foundational philosophical disciplines.

Corazzon, an independent scholar, has curated, annotated, and maintained this vast digital corpus for
over two decades. His work is characterized by a “scholar-archivist” methodology: rigorous manual
curation, historical contextualization, and a commitment to open access and preservation. The Digital
Quadrivium is not merely a collection of bibliographies; it is a dynamic, evolving meta-library and
research environment that has become indispensable for scholars in philosophy, the history of ideas, and
related fields.

This report provides an exhaustive analysis of the Digital Quadrivium Project, examining each of its
four constituent websites in terms of purpose, structure, content, academic relevance, and
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design/usability. It also explores the interconnections among the sites, their collective scholarly impact,
and the unique contributions of Corazzon’s approach. The report concludes with a synthesis of the
project’s overarching goals, limitations, and recommendations for future development.

1. The Digital Quadrivium Project: Overview and Authorship

1.1 Historical and Conceptual Foundations

The term “quadrivium” traditionally refers to the four mathematical arts—arithmetic, geometry, music,
and astronomy—that, together with the trivium (grammar, logic, rhetoric), formed the core of medieval
liberal arts education. Corazzon’s Digital Quadrivium adapts this structure, focusing on ontology (theory
of being), logic (theory of reasoning), rhetoric (theory of persuasion), and bibliography (scholarly
documentation), thereby bridging the trivium and quadrivium in a novel, digital context.

The project’s intellectual architecture is grounded in several key principles:

Interdisciplinary Integration: The four sites are designed to be mutually reinforcing,
reflecting the interconnectedness of philosophical disciplines.

e  Historical Depth: Each site traces its subject from ancient origins through medieval,
modern, and contemporary developments.

e  Manual Curation: All content is hand-selected, annotated, and organized by Corazzon,
ensuring scholarly rigor and coherence.

e Open Access and Preservation: The project is freely available online, with downloadable
eBook and PDF versions to ensure long-term accessibility and resilience against “link rot”.

1.2 Raul Corazzon: The Independent Scholar-Archivist

Corazzon exemplifies the modern independent scholar, operating outside traditional academic
institutions yet achieving significant scholarly impact. His authority derives from the quality,
comprehensiveness, and utility of his digital output, rather than institutional affiliation or conventional
publication metrics.

Key aspects of Corazzon’s scholarly profile include:

e Research Focus: Ontology, ancient philosophy, history of logic, and the history of ideas.

e  Methodological Innovation: The “scholar-archivist” role, synthesizing, organizing, and
preserving the intellectual history of philosophy while contributing original research
(notably, the discovery of the earliest use of “ontologia” in Jacob Lorhard’s 1606 work).

e Academic Recognition: Corazzon’s work is cited in leading reference works (e.g., the
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy), technical literature in computer science, and
numerous scholarly publications.

2. Ontologia: Theory and History of Ontology
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2.1 Purpose and Stated Goals

Ontologia is the flagship and most extensive component of the Digital Quadrivium. Its primary aim is to

provide a comprehensive resource for the theory and history of ontology, tracing the development of
ontological thought from ancient Greece through contemporary philosophy. The site is intended as a

reference guide, research tool, and educational platform for scholars, students, and anyone interested in

the nature of being, categories, and metaphysical structures.

2.2 Structure and Navigation

The site is organized into a series of thematic sections, each accessible via a visual sitemap and detailed

index. Major sections include:

Theory of Ontology: Contemporary views, definitions, and conceptual frameworks.

History of Ontology: Chronological surveys from antiquity to the twentieth century.

Vocabulary of Ontology: Key terms, concepts, and distinctions.

Ontologists: Biographical and bibliographical profiles of major figures from the 19th and
20th centuries.

History of Truth: Theories and debates about truth in Western philosophy.

Doctrine of Categories: Analyses of categorical schemes from Aristotle to modern thinkers.

Problem of Universals: Historical and systematic treatments of universals, particulars, and
related debates.

Comparative Philosophy: Cross-cultural perspectives on ontology.

Annotated Bibliographies: Extensive bibliographies on selected authors, arguments, and
topics.

Navigation is facilitated by:

General and Sectional Indexes: Allowing users to browse by topic, author, or historical
period.

Search Functionality: Enabling targeted queries across the entire corpus.

Downloadable Formats: The entire site can be downloaded as an eBook (EPUB, MOBI) or
searchable PDF, supporting offline use and citation.

2.3 Content Analysis: Thematic Focus and Key Features
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Ontologia’s content is distinguished by its breadth, depth, and scholarly rigor. Key features include:

Working Definitions: The site opens with a nuanced definition of ontology as “the theory of
objects and their ties,” distinguishing between formal, descriptive, and formalized
ontologies, and tracing their development from Husserl to contemporary analytic
philosophy.

Historical Surveys: Detailed accounts of the evolution of ontological thought, including the
“birth of a new science” in early modern scholasticism, the influence of figures like Bolzano,
Brentano, Husserl, Meinong, and the rise of analytic and phenomenological traditions.

Major Ontologists: Comprehensive tables and profiles of key thinkers, with bibliographies,
abstracts, and critical judgments. The site covers both well-known and obscure figures,
reflecting Corazzon’s commitment to the “long tail” of intellectual history.

Doctrine of Categories: Traces the development of categorical schemes from Aristotle’s ten
categories to Kant’s twelve and Peirce’s triadic system, providing essential context for
researchers in metaphysics and logic.

Problem of Universals: Explores the debates among realism, nominalism, and
conceptualism, with granular attention to medieval and modern arguments.

Comparative and Intercultural Ontology: Includes resources on Indian, Islamic, and other
non-Western traditions, supporting cross-cultural research.

Annotated Bibliographies: Over 16,800 bibliographic references, including books, articles,
and critical editions, organized by topic, author, and language (English, French, German,
Italian, Spanish, Portuguese).

Table 1: Ontologia—Key Content Areas and Features

Section Description Notable Features
Theory of Definitions, conceptual frameworks, Husserl, Cocchiarella,
Ontology distinctions among types of ontology analytic/continental traditions
History of Chronological surveys from antiquity to Suarez, Kant, Bolzano, Brentano,
Ontology present Husserl, Heidegger
Vocabula Glossary of key terms and concepts “Being,” “object,” “category,”

ry Ty y p “universal,” etc.

Ontologists Biographical and bibliographical Tables, abstracts, critical

Doctrine of

profiles

Analyses of categorical schemes

judgments

Aristotle, Kant, Peirce

Categories
Prqblem of Realism, nominalism, conceptualism Medieval and modern treatments
Universals debates
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Section Description Notable Features
Cqm parative Cross-cultural perspectives Indian, Islamic, African traditions
Philosophy
Annotated 16,800+ references, multilingual

o ) Books, articles, critical editions
Bibliographies coverage

The table above summarizes the main content areas and features of Ontologia. Each section is supported
by extensive bibliographic resources, critical commentary, and cross-references to related topics and
figures.

2.4 Bibliographic Resources and Coverage

Ontologia’s bibliographic apparatus is unparalleled in scope and detail. Highlights include:
e 16,800+ References: Covering books, articles, and critical editions in multiple languages.

e  Thematic and Author-Based Bibliographies: Allowing users to trace the reception and
development of key concepts and debates.

e Annotated Entries: Many entries include abstracts, critical judgments, and links to external
resources (e.g., the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Internet Encyclopedia of
Philosophy, Academia.edu).

e  Coverage of Obscure and Transitional Figures: The site pays special attention to lesser-
known philosophers, ensuring a comprehensive historical record.

2.5 Academic Relevance and Impact

Ontologia has become a critical infrastructure for research in ontology, metaphysics, and the history of
philosophy. Its academic relevance is evidenced by:

e Citations in Leading Reference Works: The site is referenced in the Stanford Encyclopedia
of Philosophy, Wikipedia, and numerous scholarly publications.

e  Utility for Research and Teaching: The curated bibliographies save researchers significant
time in literature discovery, syllabus design, and conceptual mapping.

e Influence on Canon Formation: By including both canonical and marginal figures,
Ontologia shapes the field’s understanding of its own history and boundaries.

2.6 Design and Usability Assessment

Ontologia’s design philosophy prioritizes content, accessibility, and preservation:

. Text-Based, Minimalist Interface: Clear section headers, indexes, and navigation menus
facilitate browsing and deep research.
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e  Unified Search and Cross-Site Navigation: Users can search across all four Digital
Quadrivium sites from any page, supporting interdisciplinary inquiry.

e  Downloadable Formats: The site is available as an eBook and searchable PDF, supporting
offline use and citation management.

e  Regular Updates: “What’s New” sections document ongoing maintenance and expansion,
with updates as recent as January 2026.

e Accessibility: The site is mobile-friendly and designed to be usable across devices and
browsers, with explicit guidance on font support for ancient Greek, Arabic, and logical
symbols.

While the design is intentionally minimalist, some users may find the dense text and lack of visual or

interactive features challenging. However, this approach aligns with the project’s “slow web” aesthetic,

emphasizing reading, reflection, and long-term preservation over transient web trends.

3. Logica: History of Logic from Aristotle to Godel

3.1 Purpose and Stated Goals

Logica is dedicated to the comprehensive study of the history of logic, tracing its development from
Aristotle through the medieval period, the rise of symbolic logic, and into the twentieth century. The site
aims to provide scholars with detailed bibliographies, historical surveys, and critical commentary on key
figures, schools, and debates in logic.

3.2 Structure and Navigation

Logica is organized into chronological and thematic sections, each with its own index and bibliography.
Major sections include:

e  Aristotle’s Logic: General surveys, syllogistic theory, De Interpretatione, Prior and Posterior
Analytics.

e  Stoic Logic: Dialectic from Zeno to Chrysippus, doctrine of Lekta (sayables), philosophy of
language.

¢ Ancient Logic after Aristotle: Hellenistic developments, Peripatetic logic, Megarians,
Dialectical School.

e  Medieval Logic: Theories of supposition, properties of terms, logic of Abelard, Buridan, and
others.

e  Modern and Contemporary Logic: Renaissance to 1850, Leibniz, symbolic logic from Boole
to Godel.

o Intercultural Logic: Chinese, Indian, Islamic traditions.
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e  Historians of Logic: Annotated bibliographies of major historians (e.g., E.J. Ashworth, L.M.
de Rijk, Wilhelm Risse).

Navigation is supported by:

¢  General and Sectional Indexes: Allowing users to browse by period, school, or figure.

¢ Search Functionality: Enabling targeted queries across the site and the entire Digital
Quadrivium.

e  Downloadable Formats: The site can be downloaded as an eBook or PDF, supporting offline
research and citation.

3.3 Content Analysis: Thematic Focus and Key Features

Logica’s content is notable for its historical depth, philological rigor, and comprehensive coverage. Key
features include:

e  Aristotle’s Logic: Detailed analysis of syllogistic theory, modal logic, and the Organon, with
annotated bibliographies on each major work and its commentaries.

e  Stoic Logic: Coverage of the dialectic tradition, the doctrine of Lekta, and the influence of
Stoicism on later developments in logic and semantics.

e Medieval Logic: Extensive treatment of the theory of supposition, properties of terms, and
the semantic and syntactic innovations of medieval logicians. The site highlights the
sophistication of medieval theories of reference, connotation, and mental language, drawing
on recent scholarship and critical editions.

e  Modern and Contemporary Logic: Traces the evolution of logic from the Renaissance
through the symbolic revolution, with bibliographies on Boole, Peirce, Frege, Russell, Godel,
and others.

e Intercultural Logic: Annotated bibliographies on Chinese, Indian, and Islamic logic,
supporting comparative and global research.

e  Historians of Logic: Dedicated sections for major historians, with bibliographies and critical
commentary on their contributions to the field.

Table 2: Logica—Key Content Areas and Features

Section Description Notable Features

Syllogistic theory, De Annotated bibliographies,

Aristotle’s Logic Interpretatione, Prior/Posterior .. o
) critical editions
Analytics
Stoic Logic Dialectic, Lekta, philosophy of Source fragments, testimonia,
language secondary literature
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Section Description Notable Features
Medieval Logic Supposition theory, prqpertles of Abelard,‘Burldan, Ockham,
terms, semantic analysis connotation, mental language
Symbolic logic, algebra of logic, Boole, Peirce, Frege, Russell,
Modern/Contemporary 19th—20th century developments Godel

Annotated bibliographies,

Intercultural Logic Chinese, Indian, Islamic traditions . ;
comparative studies

E.J. Ashworth, L.M. de Rijk,
Wilhelm Risse

Historians of Logic Bibliographies of major historians
3.4 Bibliographic Resources and Coverage

Logica offers approximately 4,300 bibliographic references, organized by topic, period, and language.
Features include:

Comprehensive Coverage: From ancient Greece to the twentieth century, including lesser-
known figures and schools.

e  Multilingual Bibliographies: Entries in English, French, Italian, German, Spanish, and
Portuguese.

e  Critical Editions and Translations: Guides to primary sources, commentaries, and modern
editions.

e  Annotated Entries: Many entries include abstracts, critical judgments, and links to external
resources.

3.5 Academic Relevance and Impact

Logica is widely recognized as a premier resource for the history of logic. Its academic impact is
reflected in:

e  Citations in Reference Works: The site is referenced in the Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy and other scholarly publications.

e  Utility for Research and Teaching: The curated bibliographies and historical surveys are
invaluable for scholars, instructors, and students.

¢ Influence on Canon Formation: By documenting both mainstream and marginal traditions,
Logica shapes the field’s understanding of its own history.

3.6 Design and Usability Assessment

Logica shares the design philosophy of Ontologia:

e  Minimalist, Text-Based Interface: Prioritizing content and navigability.
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e  Structured Indexes and Tables of Contents: Facilitating browsing by period, school, or
figure.

e  Unified Search and Cross-Site Navigation: Supporting interdisciplinary research across the
Digital Quadrivium.

o Downloadable Formats: eBook and PDF versions for offline use.

e  Regular Updates: Documented in “What’s New” sections, with updates as recent as January
2026.

The site’s design supports both deep scholarly research and quick reference, though, as with Ontologia,
some users may find the dense text and lack of interactive features challenging.

4. Rhetorica: Theory and History of Rhetoric

4.1 Purpose and Stated Goals

Rhetorica is the newest addition to the Digital Quadrivium, launched in 2025. Its purpose is to provide a
comprehensive resource for the theory and history of rhetoric, tracing its development from classical
antiquity to the present and exploring its intersections with logic, philosophy, and argumentation theory.

The site is explicitly framed as a counterpart to the logic and ontology sites, reflecting Aristotle’s
characterization of rhetoric as “antistrophos” (counterpart) to dialectic. It aims to document the
evolution of rhetorical theory, its practical applications, and its relationship to other disciplines.

4.2 Structure and Navigation

Rhetorica is organized into thematic and historical sections, with a focus on bibliographic resources and
annotated guides. Major sections include:

e  General Works: Theory of rhetoric, argumentation theory, rhetoric and philosophy, critical
thinking, feminist rhetoric.

o History of Rhetoric: Greek, Roman, medieval, Renaissance, and modern rhetoric.

o Comparative Rhetoric: Methodologies and traditions from Africa, Asia, the Near East, and
other cultures.

e  Vocabulary of Rhetoric: Key terms such as enthymeme, epideictic, ethos, logos, pathos,
pisteis.

e Annotated Bibliographies: Extensive bibliographies on major figures, schools, and topics in
rhetoric.

Navigation is supported by:
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e  Sectional Indexes and Menus: Allowing users to browse by topic, period, or tradition.

e  Unified Search: Enabling queries across all four Digital Quadrivium sites.

e  Downloadable Formats: The site can be downloaded as an eBook or PDF, supporting offline
research.

4.3 Content Analysis: Thematic Focus and Key Features

Rhetorica’s content is distinguished by its historical breadth, cross-cultural scope, and bibliographic
depth. Key features include:

e  Historical Surveys: Coverage of Greek rhetoric (Sophists, Isocrates, Plato, Aristotle),
Roman rhetoric (Cicero, Quintilian), medieval and Renaissance traditions, and modern
developments.

o Comparative Rhetoric: Annotated bibliographies on African, Asian, Jewish, Arabic, and
other rhetorical traditions, supporting global and intercultural research.

e  Theory and Practice: Exploration of key concepts such as the enthymeme, argumentation
schemes, and the relationship between rhetoric, logic, and ethics.

e  Annotated Bibliographies: Extensive bibliographies on Aristotle’s Rhetoric, the history of
rhetorical theory, and major figures and schools.

Table 3: Rhetorica—Key Content Areas and Features

Section Description Notable Features

General Works Theq‘y, argumeptatlon, grltlcal Annotgted blbhographles,
thinking, feminist rhetoric theoretical overviews

History of Rhetoric Greek, Roman, medieval, N Chronological surveys, key
Renaissance, modern traditions figures

Comparative African, Asian, Near Eastern, Jewish, Annotated bibliographies, cross-

Rhetoric Arabic, etc. cultural analysis

Vocabulary Key terms and concepts ir;thymeme, cthos, logos, pathos,

Annotated . . . . L

Bibliographies Major figures, schools, topics Aristotle, Cicero, Quintilian, etc.

4.4 Bibliographic Resources and Coverage

Rhetorica offers approximately 1,300 bibliographic references, organized by topic, period, and tradition.
Features include:

e  Comprehensive Coverage: From classical antiquity to the present, including non-Western
traditions.
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e Annotated Entries: Many entries include abstracts, critical judgments, and links to external
resources.

e  Downloadable Formats: eBook and PDF versions for offline use and citation management.
4.5 Academic Relevance and Impact

Rhetorica fills a significant gap in digital resources for the history and theory of rhetoric. Its academic
relevance is reflected in:

e  Utility for Research and Teaching: The site provides curated bibliographies and historical
surveys for scholars, instructors, and students.

e  Support for Comparative and Intercultural Research: By including non-Western traditions,
Rhetorica supports global and cross-cultural scholarship.

e Integration with Logic and Ontology: The site’s focus on the intersections of rhetoric, logic,
and philosophy enhances its value for interdisciplinary research.

4.6 Design and Usability Assessment

Rhetorica shares the design philosophy of the other Digital Quadrivium sites:

e  Minimalist, Text-Based Interface: Prioritizing content and navigability.

e  Structured Indexes and Menus: Facilitating browsing by topic, period, or tradition.

e  Unified Search and Cross-Site Navigation: Supporting interdisciplinary research.

o Downloadable Formats: eBook and PDF versions for offline use.

e  Regular Updates: Documented in “What’s New” sections, with ongoing expansion and
maintenance.

5. Bibliographia: Annotated Bibliographies

5.1 Purpose and Stated Goals

Bibliographia serves as the bibliographic backbone of the Digital Quadrivium, focusing on annotated
bibliographies in philosophy and religion, including areas that do not fit neatly under ontology, logic, or
rhetoric. The site’s purpose is to provide structured, curated lists of works with annotations that
highlight content, relevance, and interpretive context, supporting both specialized and cross-disciplinary
research.

5.2 Structure and Navigation
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Bibliographia is organized into thematic sections, each with its own index and bibliography. Major
sections include:

e  Bibliographies of Philosophy: Covering arguments and topics not treated in the other three
sites.

e  Biblical Studies: Bibliographies on the formation of the Pentateuch, the Canon,
pseudepigrapha, textual criticism, and the history of research.

e  Early Christianity and Judaism: Bibliographies on the Apostolic Fathers, orthodoxy and
heresy, the birth of Judaism, and the “Parting of the Ways.”

e  Philosophy and Phenomenology of Religion: Definitions, analytic and continental
perspectives, debates over the existence of God.

e Sociology of Religion: Studies on charisma, routinization, messianism, and millenarianism.

e  Study Guides: Bibliographies on dictionaries, encyclopedias, manuals of style, and
introductory readings.

e  Other Religions: Planned sections on major world religions beyond Christianity and
Judaism.

Navigation is supported by:

e  Sectional Indexes and Menus: Allowing users to browse by topic or tradition.

e  Unified Search: Enabling queries across all four Digital Quadrivium sites.

e  Downloadable Formats: The site can be downloaded as an eBook or PDF, supporting offline
research.

5.3 Content Analysis: Thematic Focus and Key Features

Bibliographia’s content is notable for its breadth, cross-disciplinary scope, and scholarly rigor. Key
features include:

e  Annotated Bibliographies: Covering philosophy, biblical studies, early Christianity and
Judaism, philosophy of religion, sociology of religion, and study guides.

e  Cross-Disciplinary Coverage: The site includes topics that intersect ontology, logic, theology,
and religious studies, supporting interdisciplinary research.

e  Planned Expansion: The site is in an early stage of development, with ongoing additions and
planned sections on other religions and topics.
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Table 4: Bibliographia—Key Content Areas and Features

Section

Philosophy

Biblical Studies

Early Christianity

Early Judaism

Philosophy of
Religion

Sociology of
Religion

Study Guides

Other Religions

Description

Arguments and topics not covered
elsewhere

Pentateuch, Canon, pseudepigrapha,
textual criticism

Apostolic Fathers, orthodoxy, heresy

Birth of Judaism, Parting of the Ways

Definitions, analytic/continental
perspectives, existence of God

Charisma, routinization, messianism,
millenarianism

Dictionaries, encyclopedias, manuals,
introductory readings

Planned coverage of major world religions

5.4 Bibliographic Resources and Coverage

Notable Features

Annotated bibliographies,
cross-references

Chronological and thematic
organization

Annotated bibliographies,
historical surveys

Cross-cultural and historical
analysis

Annotated bibliographies,
critical debates

Thematic bibliographies,
sociological analysis

Resources for students and
researchers

Ongoing expansion

Bibliographia offers approximately 2,400 bibliographic references, organized by topic and tradition.

Features include:

e  Comprehensive Coverage: Philosophy, biblical studies, early Christianity and Judaism,
philosophy of religion, sociology of religion.

e Annotated Entries: Many entries include abstracts, critical judgments, and links to external

resources.

e  Downloadable Formats: eBook and PDF versions for offline use and citation management.

5.5 Academic Relevance and Impact

Bibliographia is a valuable resource for scholars working at the intersection of philosophy, religion, and

the history of ideas. Its academic relevance is reflected in:

e  Utility for Research and Teaching: The site provides curated bibliographies and study
guides for scholars, instructors, and students.

e  Support for Interdisciplinary Research: By covering topics that cross disciplinary
boundaries, Bibliographia supports innovative and cross-cutting scholarship.

e Integration with the Digital Quadrivium: The site’s unified search and cross-references
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facilitate movement between specialized and general topics.

5.6 Design and Usability Assessment

Bibliographia shares the design philosophy of the other Digital Quadrivium sites:

e  Minimalist, Text-Based Interface: Prioritizing content and navigability.

e  Structured Indexes and Menus: Facilitating browsing by topic or tradition.

e  Unified Search and Cross-Site Navigation: Supporting interdisciplinary research.

) Downloadable Formats: eBook and PDF versions for offline use.

e  Regular Updates: Documented in “What’s New” sections, with ongoing expansion and
maintenance.

6. Interconnections and Thematic Integration

6.1 Structural and Thematic Integration

The four Digital Quadrivium sites are structurally and thematically integrated in several ways:

e  Unified Branding and Navigation: Each site prominently lists the other three, reinforcing
their identity as a single, multifocal research environment. Cross-site search and navigation
bars allow users to move seamlessly between domains.

e  Shared Design Philosophy: All sites employ a minimalist, text-based interface, structured
indexes, and downloadable formats, ensuring consistency and ease of use.

¢  Cross-Referencing and Conceptual Mapping: Key topics (e.g., the relationship between logic
and ontology, the role of rhetoric in argumentation, the intersection of philosophy and
religion) are explored across multiple sites, with cross-references and bibliographic links
supporting interdisciplinary research.

e  Collective Coverage of the Liberal Arts: The project mirrors the classical quadrivium and
trivium, providing a comprehensive digital infrastructure for foundational philosophical
disciplines.

Table 5: Comparative Overview of the Four Sites

Site (Latin Approx. Approx.

Name) URL Thematic Focus References Pages
Theory and history
Ontologia https://www.ontology.co of ontology, 16,800 9,000
metaphysics
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Site (Latin Approx. Approx.

URL Thematic Focus

Name) References Pages

Logica https://www.historyoflogic.com HlS'FOI'y of logic, 4,300 2,600
ancient to modern
Theory and history

Rhetorica https://www.historyofrhetoric.com of rhetoric, 1,300 600
argumentation
Annotated

Bibliographia https://www.bibliographia.co bibliographies in 2,400 1,500
philosophy/religion

This table summarizes the thematic focus, bibliographic scale, and page equivalency of each site,
highlighting their collective scope and integration.

6.2 Collective Academic Relevance and Unique Contributions

The Digital Quadrivium’s collective academic relevance is multifaceted:

e  Critical Infrastructure: The project functions as a meta-library and research environment,
rivaling the output of a mid-sized research institute.

e  Canon Formation and Scholarly Mediation: By curating both canonical and marginal
figures, the project shapes the field’s understanding of its own history and boundaries.

e  Support for Interdisciplinary and Comparative Research: The integration of ontology, logic,
rhetoric, and bibliography enables cross-disciplinary inquiry and comparative studies.

e Open Access and Preservation: The project’s commitment to open access and offline
preservation ensures long-term availability and resilience against digital obsolescence.

7. Design, Usability, and Technical Architecture

7.1 Design Philosophy and User Experience

The Digital Quadrivium’s design is intentionally minimalist, prioritizing content, navigability, and
preservation:

e  Text-Based Interface: Clear section headers, indexes, and navigation menus support both
browsing and deep research.

e  Unified Search and Cross-Site Navigation: Users can search across all four sites from any
page, facilitating interdisciplinary inquiry.

e  Downloadable Formats: All sites are available as eBooks (EPUB, MOBI) and searchable
PDFs, supporting offline use and citation management.
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Mobile-Friendly and Accessible: The sites are designed to be usable across devices and
browsers, with explicit guidance on font support for ancient Greek, Arabic, and logical
symbols.

Regular Updates and Maintenance: “What’s New” sections document ongoing expansion
and maintenance, with updates as recent as January 2026.

7.2 Technical Architecture

The project’s technical architecture reflects its scholarly and preservationist goals:

Static HTML and Lightweight Design: Ensures fast loading, printability, and long-term
accessibility.

Manual Curation and Annotation: All content is hand-selected, annotated, and organized by

Corazzon, ensuring scholarly rigor and coherence.

Offline-First Philosophy: Downloadable formats and guidance on archiving support
resilience against “link rot” and digital obsolescence.

Cross-Site Integration: Unified navigation bars, search functionality, and consistent design
elements reinforce the project’s identity as a single, multifocal research environment.

8. Limitations, Gaps, and Recommendations for Improvement

8.1 Limitations and Gaps

Despite its many strengths, the Digital Quadrivium faces several limitations:

Single-Curator Model: The project’s reliance on a single maintainer (Corazzon) introduces
risks of uneven coverage, slower updates in some areas, and long-term sustainability
concerns.

Coverage Gaps: Some areas, especially in Rhetorica and Bibliographia, are still under
development, with planned sections not yet fully populated.

Design Constraints: The minimalist, text-based design may be challenging for users
accustomed to more interactive or visually engaging interfaces.

Update Lag: While updates are regular, some bibliographies may lag behind the latest
scholarship, especially in rapidly evolving fields.

Lack of Usage Metrics: The sites do not provide detailed metrics on usage, citations, or
scholarly impact, making it difficult to assess their reach and influence quantitatively.

8.2 Recommendations for Improvement

https://lwww.ontology.co/report/copilot-report.htm#gsc.tab=0
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To address these limitations, several recommendations can be made:

Collaborative Expansion: Inviting contributions from other scholars or establishing an
editorial board could enhance coverage, sustainability, and update frequency.

e Enhanced Interactivity: Incorporating interactive features (e.g., dynamic tables,
visualization tools) could improve user engagement without sacrificing the project’s
scholarly rigor.

e  Usage Metrics and Analytics: Implementing basic analytics could provide insights into user
demographics, popular topics, and citation patterns.

e Integration with Reference Managers: Providing export options (e.g., RIS, BibTeX) for
bibliographic entries would facilitate integration with citation management tools.

e  Long-Term Preservation Strategies: Partnering with digital libraries or institutional
repositories could ensure the project’s preservation beyond the lifespan of its current
maintainer.

9. Metrics and Evidence of Usage, Citations, and Scholarly Recognition

9.1 Usage and Impact Metrics

While the Digital Quadrivium does not provide detailed usage metrics, several indicators attest to its
scholarly impact:

e Estimated Scale: The project comprises nearly 25,000 bibliographic references and
approximately 13,700 pages of content, rivaling the output of a mid-sized research institute.

) Citations in Academic Works: Corazzon’s sites are cited in over 100 academic works,
including leading reference works such as the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,
Wikipedia, and technical literature in computer science and knowledge representation.

o Global Reach: The sites are accessed by scholars, students, and researchers worldwide,
serving as critical infrastructure for research and teaching in philosophy, logic, and the
history of ideas.

9.2 Scholarly Recognition

Corazzon’s work has been recognized by:

e Integration into Reference Works: The sites are referenced in the Stanford Encyclopedia of
Philosophy (entries on “Existence,” “Categories,” “Mereology,” etc.), Wikipedia, and other
authoritative resources.

e  Original Scholarly Contributions: Corazzon’s discovery of the earliest use of “ontologia” in
Jacob Lorhard’s 1606 work has fundamentally altered the historiography of early modern
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metaphysics and is now standard in the field.

e  Cross-Disciplinary Impact: The project’s definitions and distinctions are cited in computer
science, musicology, and other fields requiring rigorous classification systems.

10. Synthesis: The Digital Quadrivium’s Collective Contribution

10.1 Thematic and Methodological Integration

The Digital Quadrivium Project achieves a rare synthesis of historical depth, conceptual rigor, and open-
access dissemination. By integrating ontology, logic, rhetoric, and bibliography, Corazzon provides a
unified framework for understanding the evolution of philosophical thought and its foundational
categories.

Key contributions include:

e Bridging Classical and Modern Traditions: The project traces the development of key
concepts from ancient Greece through medieval scholasticism, early modern philosophy,
and contemporary analytic and phenomenological traditions.

e  Supporting Interdisciplinary Research: The integration of logic, ontology, rhetoric, and
bibliography enables cross-disciplinary inquiry and comparative studies.

e Preserving Intellectual Heritage: The project’s commitment to open access, manual
curation, and offline preservation ensures that the “long conversation” of Western (and
global) thought remains accessible to future generations.

e Empowering Independent Scholarship: Corazzon’s work demonstrates the potential for
independent scholars to make significant contributions to the digital humanities and the
history of ideas.

10.2 Unique Value Proposition

The Digital Quadrivium stands out for:

e  Scale and Depth: Nearly 25,000 references, 13,700 pages, and coverage of both canonical
and marginal figures.

e Manual Curation and Scholarly Rigor: All content is hand-selected, annotated, and
organized by a single expert, ensuring coherence and depth.

e Open Access and Preservation: Free availability, downloadable formats, and guidance on
archiving support long-term accessibility.

e Interdisciplinary and Comparative Scope: The project supports research across philosophy,
logic, rhetoric, religious studies, and beyond.
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11. Conclusion: Legacy and Future Prospects

Raul Corazzon’s Digital Quadrivium Project represents a landmark in the digital humanities and the
history of philosophy. By combining rigorous manual curation, historical contextualization, and a
commitment to open access and preservation, Corazzon has created a resource that rivals institutional
libraries in scope and utility.

The project’s four interlinked sites—Ontologia, Logica, Rhetorica, and Bibliographia—provide
comprehensive coverage of foundational philosophical disciplines, supporting research, teaching, and
interdisciplinary inquiry. Its impact is evidenced by widespread academic recognition, citations in
leading reference works, and adoption by scholars worldwide.

While the project faces challenges related to sustainability, coverage, and design, its strengths far
outweigh its limitations. With continued maintenance, collaborative expansion, and technical
enhancements, the Digital Quadrivium is poised to remain an indispensable resource for scholars and
students for years to come.

In an era of rapid digital change and institutional flux, Corazzon’s work stands as a testament to the
enduring value of independent scholarship, manual curation, and the preservation of intellectual
heritage. The Digital Quadrivium not only documents the history of ideas—it actively shapes the future
of philosophical research and digital humanities.

Key Takeaway:

Raul Corazzon’s Digital Quadrivium Project is a pioneering, open-access digital infrastructure for the
study of ontology, logic, rhetoric, and philosophical bibliography. Through meticulous manual curation,
historical depth, and interdisciplinary integration, it has become a critical resource for scholars
worldwide, exemplifying the potential of independent scholarship in the digital age.
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